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ASHOKA 


THE UFE OF A GREAT SON OF INDIA, 4S 

IN THE PAU TEXTS 










History chrcnieles innumerable Idngs 
who were brave conquerors and valiant 
soldiers. But Ashoka stands above thexn 
all because he is the only one who at the 
zenith of his conquests saw the futility 
of violence and had the courage to 
renounce it. That is why, H, G. Wells in 
his l Short History of The World’ says 
that Ashoka’s "xeign for eight and 
twenty years was one of the brightest 
interludes in the troubled history of 
mankind. M Wells goes on to say t “Sueh 
was Ashoka, the greatest of krngs. 
He was far in advance of his age.” 

This volume is based on the original 
research of the author i nto Mahavamsa, 
Dipavamsa, Commentary on Mahavamsa, 
and the edicts of Ashoka. Pali ma nu¬ 
scripts and other secondary sources 
have also been extensively studied in 
gleaning facts which should kindle a 
new mterest in Ashoka. 


AMAH CHITRA KATHA means a - ■..'.-■7 
Over 200 tittes fire nov*. 
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A V/OFA M/AS THE SON OF WN& &tNPUSA(?A 

who Guled /np/a fgom his Capital of 

&TTAUPUTRA (N THE THfQQ CENTUPH S, C. 

HE EXCEL LEO H/S SPOTHEPS (N THE AGT OF 
WAG. THEGEFOPE. WHEN A QE&ELHQN 
BfiOKE OUT (N THE PtSTANT PBO/fNCt OF 

rdV/y JJ UfT iAJSå ^ 
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HE SHALL RULE 
THERE AS THE 
VICE ROA HE 
WILL KEEP 
PEACE , 

THERE. 


VOUG MAJESTV! WE HAVE 
HAPPV NEWS HERE.ASHOKA 
HAS SUCCESSFULLV a 

l PUT UOVW THE / 

X rebels. 




- 


&/NOUSARA HAP A HUNDRED SONS &ES/DES ASHOHA . 

A'ØT HAPPV TO HEAP THE NEWS. 
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BUT THEV (/VEGE UNHAPPIER STILL y IA/HEN THE KiNG REGALLED ASHOKA 

FQOM TAXILA. 























































































A QE&ELUON 
THiS T/ME !N 
LkJUAiNi , 




, j 

l j 


Viil I i 

























































father, 

HERS l AM 
t GO T 
wOuR 
MESSAGE 



THE PROVINCE 
OF U0UA1NI 
NEEDS 
AN ASLE 
L^VICERO/. . 


[ WOULD 
LOVE 
TO GO 
SOUTH, 



SUT THE 
VICEROU 
DES<GNATE 


.. - WJi_L HAVE 
TO CRUSH THE 
REBELS THERE. 
VOU ALONE 
CAN PO IT. 
























































SOCW AFTEQisVA&OS 


MAV VOU 
EMBQGB 
iVlCTORlOUS 


ASHOKA MA&CHED TOWA&QS UUUAfN/. A G&EATEté &4&T OE 
THE UOUQNE V L'VAS OA/ HO&SE&ACK* 


THIS IS 

VIUISHA-NAGAR 

sir. 
















































ASHOKA WAS CHA&MEP &V THE QEAUTV OF THE LEAPER 

OE THE GROUP . 


























































































f SlPt SHE IS 
THE D4UGHTEP 
OF A PEPUTED 
SHPESHTHl'S* 
V FAMILV. > 


TELL THE 
SHPESHTHI I 
t WANT TO 
MEET HIM. 



rve NEVEQ 
$££N OUQ 
PQfNCE 
HESfTATE 
THUS. 


SHCESHTHI, IF 
VOU PLEASÉ. , 


5*P ■* 

IS THEPE 
AMVTHING 
, VOU WAN T 
ME TO 
DO FOP 
5> VOU? / 








































































































PEOOlE or THE C/TV GAVE ASHQKA A 



















































: AM A 
KSHATRlVA 

KfNG* 

MV DUTV 
ENUOlNS 
KILLING 
IF NGED 
BE . 


WHAT AfåOUT 
BIMBISARA? 
HE TOO WAS 
A KING. 

HE FOUND 
PEACE fN THE 
TEACHINGS 
t OF BUODHA. 



THE PlFFEQENCES BETWEEN ASHOFA ANP 
ViDiSHA PEFSf$~rEP. MONTHS LATEQ , WHEN 
VtPISHA GAVE B/QTH TO A SON - 


A SON 1 N 
( AM VERV 
HAPPV. 

I WiLL fslAME 
HJM 'MAHINDRA. 
HE WfLL CONQUER 
L THE ENTIRE 
IW WORLD. s 


' I WISH, HE 

cOnqueqs the 

HEACTS OF MEN 
AS PRINCE 
S! DDHARTH A 
DIP. 


*MAHI =WOGlP 












































































vr VEW?S lATEQ^ V/PfSHA GAVE Bt&TH TO A PAUGHTEQ 


uoepl 

THIS TIME, 

LET ME 
CNOOSE THE 
NAME, 


vW AS 

vou 

W WISH 



t'LL 

NAME HER 
SANGHA- 
MITRA 



OH, NOt 
THAT’S A 
6UDDHIST 
NAME. 







































































TOGErwE# THEV TQAVELLEQ UPTQ 
W&I&HA -NAGAR. 


























































f tiEFORE « 
LEAVE, IS THERE 
ANVTHIMG 
VOU WANT 
ME TO l 
k. PO? 


^ VES. 

BUT GIVE ME 
VOUR WORD 
THAT VOU 
t WlLL- y 


am 


i wrLL. 
W HAT IS 
IT ? 


I WANT VOU 
TO SHUN 
VIOLENCE 
OF ALL ^ 

KINDS . u 


i^flr 
































































































AT PATAUPUT8A , ASHOKA WAS RECEtVEO 8V THE CHiEF MtN/STER . 




































































ASHQKA WAS RUTHLESS (N Kit UNG 
ALL THOSE THAT CHACLENGEP H/S 
A >iGHT TO THE THQONE . SUMANAPEVt, 
WiFE OP ONE OF H/S BROTHERS* WAS 
EXPECTtNG A &A&H AT THE T/ME. 


'' oojncessi 

i FEAG FOC 

THE UFE OF 

the unbo«n 
CHILD * 


OO VOU SUGGEST 
THAT I GUN AWAV 
HEDF 9 



I CAN SHOW VOU 

a sEceer doog. 

MDU CAN ESCAPE 
iNTO THE 
WOODS. 


ESCAPtNG FROM THE PALACE , 
SUMANADEi/t lA/ANDE&EP tN 
THE FOREST . 












































AN OLO MAN S WHO VMS fASS/NG jSV, 
TOOK PiTV ON HER. 



SHE ACCOMQMfåEP H/M, WHfLE 
THE W W£RE ON THEtR WAV- 




DON’T 
| DAUGHTEGi 
i MV HOME JS 
CL.OSE BH. 

I *LL PETCH MV 
WfFE. VOU 
CEST UNDER 
THIS 

NIGCODHA 
TREE . 



(TWAS UNDER THAT N/GPODHA TREE 
THATA SOV VMS &ORN TO SUMANAOeVf . 



LET’S 
CALL HJM 
NlGGODHA 
KUMAB. _ 



NfG&OPHA KUMAR GREW UP 
ffV THAT i//LLAGt AND 
8ECAME 4 MONH Af A V&RV 
TENDER AGE, 


































































'SEA viv:« , ASHOKA HAD 6ECOME A POWEQFUL 
fVHG. AT H/S COU&T — 

mmtm mjnisteg* is \ 


VES.MOUG MAJESTV. 
EVEN TAXI LA AND 
LUUAlNl AftE S* 



STILL WE SHOULD 
NOT PEST TILL 
KALJNGA IS 
CONQUEBEP. 


WHV 

VOUG 

MAJESTV? 



JT IS INDEPENDENT 
TODAV AND MAV 

ITS HEAD ANV 
MOMENT. 

-^ 

wa& n wn.L ' 




























































































































AS Ht PQOCBEDE&,. HE 5-W HO&Rf&L E SiSHTS 


HEAPS OF DEAD MEN { 

WE HAVE KIL LED J 

v MAISIP. q^E G 

_ , 00,000 

MEN TO 6E 
\ PGECtSE, 

\ VOUR 

& \ MAJESTV. 









































VOUR MAtJESTV I 
I HAVE 6GOUGHT 
THIS LETTER FROM 
k VTDlSHA PEVI, j 


TO A£?£? TO H/S G&IEF 
A MESSEHGEQ CAMF 
F&OM V/DfSHA-NAGAQ. 










































































, , yafiuEa. 

J ™**«s Axotek 

X ^ te P^omtsQ. 3 Qm 

SZ'Pu rMis ^> 

ypuhx 




ASHOm OQEW SOME CQMFO&T 
FROM THE PQESENCE OF H/S 
CHiLOGEN. BUT HE CONTlNUEO 
TO &GQOD OVER THE KiLUMGS. 



' WHO CAN THtS SE ? 
WHH OO f FEEL 
OQAWN TOWAPOS y 
^ H/M ? gr 


O/VE DAV, FROM HfS PALACE EV/A/DQAA, 

HE SAW A MONK PASS/NO ALONG THE RO AD. 





































































WHEN THE MONK CAME — 


VENERABLE ONE, 
WHO AGE VOU ? 


PON*T VOU 
WHO I AM ? 
A BUDDHJST 

MONK. ^ 



■ 11 i **. 


MAV f KNOW 
WOUR NAML, 
PLEASE ? 


MV MOTHER 
CALLED ME 
NtGRODHA 
KUMAR . 



? VES. 

I AM vbuG 
NEPHEW. 

J CAN GUESS 
WHAT IS 
GOIMG ON 
IN voue 
\ MINP. / 


NIGROPHA 
KUMAP 1 
I KNOW, 
THAT IS 
THE NAME 
OF MV 
feGOTHEG’S 
SON, 


.»U52r 












































































































FROM THE 
TEACHINGS 
OF LORD 
buddha, 
THPy BRING 
P6ACE TO 
TROU&LEP 
MIWDS. 


PQAV, WHERE 
OID VOU 
LEARN THIS? 
AT SUCH A 
TENDER 
AGE ? 
















































































MV MINP HAS 
NOT KNOWN 
PEACE. 


THEN SEEK 
BEFUGE IN 
BUPOt iA. 













































































FOQ THE COMFOQTOF TGAVELLEQS , fWF/V fN 
TJMF W/C?CJ£3S, /Æ QUILT &EST HOC/SES AND 
a«MKBnr DtSPENSAGtES . 



I...AVZ? 

//VS TQUC Ti ONS 



PUtWA£>A£?SHL THE BTLOVEO htNG 
OT GOD SAVS THIS - ■ * 


































































VOUR SON 
WISHES TO 
JOIN THE 
SANGHA * 


MUST VOU, 
MAHiNDRA? fT IS 
WITH A HEAVV 
HEAfirr- but / 
GIVE VOU 



FATHER, ALLOW 
ME TO JOfN THE 
NJUNNERV, ^ 


OH 1 

SANGHAM * T RA 























































































MV husband and 
son HAVE RENOUNCEP 
THE WORLD. I TAKE 
NO PLEASURE / 

V IN LIFE. 


VOU MAV 
JCXN THE 
NUNNERV. 



TA&S— GO, 

—-- 1 (VIV SON 

GO WITH MV 
BLESSINGS. K 


FATHER, I 
WOULO LIKE 
TO GO TO 
LANKA. / 




A MESSAGE HAS 
BEEN GECEJVED 
FROM LANKA. 
THEV NEEP 
NUNS A-r THE 
MISSION. S 


































































































BE BRAVE, VOU 
FORGET SANGHAM ITftA 
JS A MEMBEI3 OF A 
k THE SAKlGHA. 


SANGHAMJTRA , 
f HAVE CROWN QLP 
i CAN BEAR GRIEF 
V NO MORE. 


,\V? 

ji V 

1 fffr 

i i // 



"— 

HlÆ 






THANK 

VOU, 

FATHER. 


W UNDERSTAND 
fjf I WISH VOU 
| SUCCESS. 

L GtO . MV 

gk CHJLP- 










































































THUS ASHOKA SECAAAE DHA&MASé/QKA * 
HE PUL EP roe A4AAAS WEA&S AA/O LOQKEP 
AT TE & THE WELEAPE OE THE SU&UECTS 
OT HtS UAST LMPf&E AS A FATHE& 
WOULP LOOK AFTfzQ H/S CH/LOPE/V. 


















































THE EWE PR/NClPL C S OF CO-EXfSTE/VCF > IA/H/CH HG PQQPA - 
GATEO , STILL QtSPECTEO THE WORLD OPER. THE ASHOKA 

PlLLÅ&AT SARNATH REMINDE iJS Ei/EN TILL TH/S DAV OF 
H/S CFEATNBBS. THE ' DHARMA CHAHRA * ON THE ASHOKA 
p/LLAfå AHORNS OUR NATfONAL FLAG. 




















